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Times Staff Writer 

WASHINGTON— Tne FBI did “a 

credible and thorough job ?J in deuer- 
mining that James Earl Ray v,\-s\he 
lone assassin of Dr. Martin Luther 
King even though the bureau was 
also waging a campaign to discredit 
the civil rights leader that wreaa to 
his .wife and associates after hw 
death, Justice Department invesliu;- 
tors reported Friday. 

The report said that after the April 
4, 1968, killing, the FBI had ordered 
its agents to attempt to uncover dero- 
gatory information about Kings Hn- 
dow, Corctta. and his two closest 
aides. Ralph D. Abernathv and An- 
drew Young, now U.S. ambassador to 
the United Nations. 

But despite the continuing hostility 
of the bureau and Director J. Ecoar 
Hoover toward King and his move- 
ment, the Justice Department task 
force said, the FBI’s investigation of 
the murder “was thoroughly, honest- 
ly and successfully conducted." 

“Based on our review of the files, 
the task force is satisfied that the FBI 
did a credible and thorough job in at- 
tempting to identify any possible con- 
spiracy or persons who could have 
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been involved in the murder.” said the five attorneys and 
two research analysts who had spent eight months investi- 
gating the case. 

"In all the years following the assassination, the investi- 
gation has failed to reveal any connection between any al- 
leged conspirators and James Earl Rav, including those al- 
leged by Ray himself," the report said*. 

Although it praised the bureau for apprehending Ray. j 
who ultimately pleaded guilty to assassinating King, the I 
report was critical of Hoover and the FBI for its five-year- j 
long campaign to discredit King as a leader of the' civil j 
rights movement. ! 

Information about the FBI’s anti-King eamoaign was j 
made public earlier by the Senate Intelligence Committee. | 
The Justice Department task force said’ it had obtained : 
evidence to corroborate the committee's conclusions. 


In addition, the Justice Department group added new 
details. 

After King's death, the report said, “the bureau looked 
ver> closely at Coretta King. . . including scrutinizing her 
travels in an attempt to uncover possible facts embarrass- 
ing to her." 

"Ralph Abernathy and Andrew Young also became 
bureau targets,' the report said. "Shortly after the assas- 
sination, tiie field (FBI offices) was instructed to report 
any information on possible ‘immoral activities’ of Kind’s 
two associates. & 

"The Atlanta field office, in attempting to demonstrate 
the initiative and imagination demanded by headquarters, 
proposed additional measures against Ralph Abernathv " 
the report said. "The bureau learned that after Dr. King's 
death, Rev. Abernathy may have voiced some concern 
over possible assassination attempts on his own life. 


. . The Atlanta office proposed that the bureau begin noti- 
fying Abernathy directly, instead of only informing the 
1Ce ’ E a ” i hreats a £ ainsl him in order to confuse and ■ 

nrnvAh Y A report added - " This activity was not ap- 
proved by headquarters. H 

The task force said it had discovered that the FBI had 
conducted a series of burglaries that "had as one purpose, 
among others, the obtaining of information about Dr. 

Despite the criticism, the report recommended no disci- 
plinary action against anyone involved in the campaign 
against King. Hoover and his closest aides are either dead 
or retired, ana the statute of limitations has run out. it said, j 

A ! 3SK . ' f ° rce said thaL t0 &' uard against future pro- i 
g;dms of cnardCtcr assassination, the penalty for malicious 

rrFTA atl0n 0i in ! 0rmati0n from FBI files should be' In- 
ez eased from a miscemeanor to a felony. 

Former Atty. Gen. Edward H. Levi appointed the task 

A°A e E r ^> C , Whetker J he W s animosity toward 
Ktn a had (.ahiied its investigation ot his murder. 


Levi’s successor, 4ttv Gen o-iffn n , I 
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Despite Beil’s remark that after reading the reoorf "von 
could lean to either side on it,” the taWfo'ce cle-miA?* 
tempted to discourage conspiracy theories. 6 * 

rf T-mif EF VieWS the ev:ricnce pointing to the guiR 
Of James Earl Ray as tne man who purchased the 

fort sa n fd . V/h0 fired the fataI shot t0 *> e conclusive,” the re. 

the task fcrce was critical of the FBI for not ihor- 
ou^hly investigating the contacts Rav had had win his 
brothers, jerry and John, between his escape from the 

aSi-? a iif pnson 0R , Aprii ::3 ’ 1967 - the King S’ 

sjy.tle less than a year later. 



